
USING YOUR SC-1201 
LIGHTNING CONTROLLER 

 
Test your SC-1201 before making any connections:  Plug the power cord into a 
properly grounded 120v/60hz AC outlet.  The indicator light should come on.  Unplug 
the SC-1201.  The indicator light should go off. 
 
 (Your SC-1201 does not have an “on-off” switch; it is always on when it is plugged in.  
 Remember to unplug it when you are not using it.) 
 
1.  Turn the LEVEL knob all the way to the left (counter-clockwise). 
 
2.  First connect the headphone jack on your sound source, such as a hand-held CD 
player, to the “patch panel” of jacks on the back of the SC-1201.  It doesn’t matter 
which 2 jacks you use.  Then run another cable from the other 2 jacks on the SC-
1201 to your amplifier.  Connect your speakers to the amplifier.  The order to hook 
your equipment up is:  CD player to i-Zombie to amplifier to speakers.   
 
3.  Plug the SC-1201’s power cord into the properly grounded AC outlet.  The 
indicator light will come on.  Connect the lamp circuit that will provide your “lightning” 
by plugging it into the AC outlet on the back of your SC-1201.  The indicator light will 
go off.  It will not come back on until the unit detects an audio signal. 
 

(You can use a grounded outlet strip and extension cords.  Be sure that the total wattage of 
all the lights you connect does not add up to more than 1200 watts when used for lightning or 
750 watts when used for dimming.  The SC-1201 does not work with fluorescent lights but 
you can use incandescent, halogen, incandescent rope lights and/or most strobe lights.) 

 
5.  Program your CD player to repeat the Mono and/or Delay tracks.  Volume on CD 
player should be all the way up.  Use Bass Boost if your player has this feature.  
Next, adjust the volume you hear, at the amplifier. 
 
6.  Slowly turn the LEVEL knob to the right (clockwise) until you see “lightning” 
flashes coming from the lamps you have connected.  The indicator light will flash 
along with the “lightning”.  Adjust the LEVEL until the loudest thunder makes the 
brightest flashes. 
 
 (Turning the LEVEL higher will make the brightest flashes last longer, but turning it too 
 high will not give you realistic “lightning”.) 
 
Very important:  If you have to replace the fuse, use only a 10-amp “fast-blow” type.  
Do not use a “slow-blow” fuse or a fuse rated at more than 10 amps!   
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